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 (All Social Studies courses that are not used to fulfill core requirements count as academic electives.) 

  

Course 

Number 

Course Name Grade 

Level 

Course Description Prerequisites Who Signs for 

Course 

45.05700 

  

American 

Government 

9 American Government focuses on basic concepts and principles of 

the American political system.  This course covers the structure and 

function of the American system of government, the roles and 

responsibilities of citizens in the political process, and the 

relationship of the individual to the law.  The course also stresses 

critical analysis of public issues while integrating and reinforcing 

social studies skills. 

8th Grade Social 

Studies  

8th Grade Social 

Studies Teacher 

45.25700 American 

Government 

Honors 

9 American Government Honors is a rigorous course that begins with 

an analysis of the philosophies and principles that are at the heart of 

the American system of government.  The course continues with 

investigation and analysis of the three major branches of the federal 

government, the law-making process, and the roles and 

responsibilities of citizen participation in the political process.  The 

course concludes with analysis of issues surrounding civil rights 

and liberties, as well as an examination of state and local 

government.  Students considering enrolment in this course should 

have excellent reading and writing skills, demonstrate a strong 

work ethic, and be able to engage in analytical and critical thinking 

and extensive writing.  

8th Grade Social 

Studies  

8th Grade Social 

Studies Teacher 
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45.05200 Advanced 

Placement 

Government 

9-12 AP United States Government and Politics is a rigorous course that 

provides students with an analytical perspective on government and 

politics in the United States.  The course includes both the study of 

general concepts used to interpret U.S. politics and the analysis of 

specific examples.  It provides an introduction to the various 

institutions, groups, beliefs, and ideas that constitute U.S. politics.   

This course will satisfy the state Government requirement.  

Students taking this course are required to take the AP exam in 

May. This course meets the HOPE Rigor requirement. 

Teacher 

recommendation 

Most recent Social 

Studies teacher 

45.08300 World History 10 World History emphasizes the political, cultural, economic and 

social development and growth of civilizations.  This course covers 

the development of ancient civilizations, the emergence of nations 

through trade/communications, scientific/technological 

development, emergence of nation states, nations in conflict and the 

emerging interdependence of nations in the twenty-first century. 

None Most recent Social 

Studies teacher 

45.28300 World History 

Honors 

10 World History Honors provides students with a comprehensive and 

intensive study of major events and themes in world history, 

including development of ancient civilizations, the emergence of 

nations through trade and communications, intellectual 

development, scientific/technological development, development of 

nation states, nations in conflict, and the emerging encounter and 

exchange between nations in the modern era.  Advanced students 

will be required to read complex materials, demonstrate critical 

none Most recent Social 

Studies teacher 
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thinking through writing, and analyze primary documents, in 

preparation for the class and future AP placements. 

45.08110 Advanced 

Placement World 

History 

10 In Advanced Placement World History: Modern, students 

investigate significant events, individuals, developments, and 

processes from 1200 to the present. Students develop and use the 

same skills, practices, and methods employed by historians: 

analyzing primary and secondary sources; making historical 

comparisons; utilizing reasoning, such as contextualization, 

causation, and continuity and change over time; and developing 

historical arguments. Students examine five historical themes: 

interaction between humans and the environment; development and 

interaction of cultures; state building, expansion, and conflict; 

creation, expansion, and interaction of economic systems; and 

develop transformation of social structures. Students are required to 

take the AP Exam in May. NOTE: This class is paired with Honors 

10 Lit. Enrolling students are required to take both. This course 

meets the HOPE Rigor requirement. 

Successful 

completion of  9th 

Lit and grade 

Successful 

completion of  

Government 

9th Lit teacher, 

Government teacher, 

also approval from 

AP instructor 

45.08100 United States 

History 

11 U.S. History investigates the United States, its people, institutions 

and heritage.  The course emphasizes political, cultural and social 

issues, the role of the United States as a world leader and the issues 

confronting the United States.  This course requires an EOC 

ASSESSMENT. 

None Most recent Social 

Studies teacher 

45.28100 United States   U.S. History Honors investigates the United States, its people, None World History 
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History Honors 

  

  

institutions and heritage in depth. The course emphasizes political, 

cultural and social issues, the role of the United States as a world 

leader and the issues confronting the United States. Students 

considering enrollment in this course should have excellent reading 

and writing skills, demonstrate a strong work ethic, and be able to 

engage in analytical and critical thinking, and extensive writing.  

This course requires an EOC ASSESSMENT. 

Honors Teacher 

45.08200 Advanced 

Placement U.S. 

History 

  

11 This course conforms to College Board topics for the Advanced 

Placement United States History Examination.  It covers discovery 

and settlement, colonial society, the American Revolution, 

Constitution and the New Republic, Age of Jefferson, Nationalism, 

sectionalism, territorial expansion, Civil War, Reconstruction, 

Industrialization, the Progressive Era, World War I, Depression, 

New Deal and World War II through the present.  Students taking 

this course are required to take the AP Exam in May.  Also, 

students taking this course to satisfy the U.S. History requirement 

must take the U. S. History EOC ASSESSMENT. This course 

meets the HOPE Rigor requirement. 

Successful 

completion of 

Honors World 

History and 

Successful 

completion of 10th 

Lit Honors; and/or 

teacher 

recommendation 

10th Lit Honors 

teacher, World 

History teacher, also 

approval from AP 

instructor 

45.08120 U.S. History in 

Film 

11-12 This course examines American history, culture and society through 

film. The primary “text” for this course will be American films that 

examine an aspect or era of American history. Students critically 

analyze how American cultural and social conflicts are portrayed 

and worked out in popular films. By watching, discussing, and 

None, though 

completion of US 

History is preferred 

Social Studies 

faculty 
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writing about these films, students examine how motion pictures 

create a window into American history, society, and identity. 

Students will learn how to read American films as cultural texts that 

help us better understand our history and culture. Given the mature 

content and themes of our films, students must be in grades 11-12 

to be eligible to enroll. 

45.28400 Advanced 

Placement 

European History 

11-12 Advanced Placement European History investigates European 

history from approximately 1450 to the present, challenging 

students to use a variety of historical thinking skills. The course 

explores five themes—interaction of Europe and the world, poverty 

and prosperity, objective knowledge and subjective visions, states 

and other institutions of power, and individual and society—as the 

foundation of historical inquiry and investigation. Students will be 

required to reason historically, make comparisons, and compose 

analytical arguments. The course conforms to the guidelines of the 

College Board. Students taking this course are required to take the 

AP exam in May. The course meets the HOPE Rigor requirement. 

none Honors Lit teacher, 

Honors Social 

Studies teacher, also 

approval from AP 

instructor 

45.06100 Economics 12 Economics focuses on the American economic system and covers 

fundamental economic concepts, comparative economic systems, 

microeconomics, macroeconomics and international economic 

interdependence.  The course stresses ability to analyze critically 

and to make decisions concerning public issues.  This course 

requires an EOC ASSESSMENT. 

None Most recent Social 

Studies teacher 
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45.06200 Advanced 

Placement 

Macroeconomics 

12 AP Macroeconomics is a rigorous one-semester course that will 

give students a thorough understanding of the principles of 

economics that apply to an economic system as a whole.  It will 

place particular emphasis on the study of national income and price 

level determination.  The course will also develop the student’s 

familiarity with economic performance measures, the financial 

sector, stabilization processes, economic growth, and international 

economics. Also, students taking this course to satisfy the high 

school Economics requirement must take the Economics EOC 

ASSESSMENT. This course meets the HOPE Rigor requirement. 

Successful 

completion of U.S. 

History; Math and 

Social Studies 

teacher 

recommendation  

Math and Social 

Studies teachers 

45.05600 Individual and the 

Law 

10-12 Individual and the Law analyzes the foundations and functions of 

the American legal system.  This course examines types of laws, the 

individual’s relationship to the law and major court decisions, and 

integrates and reinforces social studies skills. 

None Most recent Social 

Studies teacher 

45.03100 Sociology 

 

 

11-12 Sociology investigates human behavior in relationship to groups. It 

explores the impact of social institutions such as family, education, 

religion, economics, government, and sports have on the individual 

as well as topics such as culture, socialization, and deviance.  This 

course also helps to develop research methods, critical thinking 

skills, and enhances one’s understanding of the social sciences.  

None Most recent Social 

Studies teacher 

45.01500 Psychology 11-12 Psychology uses a micro-approach perspective to investigate human 

behavior, the mind, and the individual.  It explores the principles 

and theories of psychology by examining behavioral, 

None Most recent Social 

Studies teacher 
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psychoanalytical, environmental, biological, hereditary, 

developmental, and social psychology.  One can discover how 

personality, motivation, intelligence, and attitudes can create 

psycho/social disorders and mental diseases.  This course also helps 

to develop research methods, critical thinking skills. 

45.01600 Advanced 

Placement 

Psychology 

 

 

11-12 Conforms to College Board topics for the Advanced Placement 

Introductory Psychology Examination. Covers methods, approaches 

and the history of psychology as a science, biological bases of 

behavior, sensation and perception, states of consciousness, 

learning, cognition, motivation and emotion, developmental 

psychology, personality, testing and individual differences, 

abnormal psychology, treatment of psychological disorders and 

social psychology.  

None Most recent Social 

Studies teacher 

45.01400 Humanities 

  

 

11-12 Humanities investigates the development of human aesthetics, 

values, and expression in Western civilization. Art, music, 

architecture, drama, history, and philosophy provide the essential 

mediums of study. Exploring a variety of themes, such as love, 

freedom, conflict, illusion/reality, death/immortality, and good/evil, 

students will engage a multi-disciplinary approach to evaluate the 

human creative experience. Humanities is designed to provide 

students a foundation for understanding the Western tradition, 

global issues, and current events. 

None Most recent Social 

Studies teacher 

45.07700 Advanced 9-12 The purpose of the AP Human Geography course is to introduce None Most recent Social 
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Placement  Human 

Geography 

  

 

students to the systematic study of patterns and processes that have 

shaped human understanding, use, and alteration of Earth’s surface. 

Students learn to employ spatial concepts and landscape analysis to 

examine human socioeconomic organization and its environmental 

consequences. They also learn about the methods and tools 

geographers use in their research and applications. 

Studies teacher 

  
 

  
 


